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the Comani, a friendship which was doubtless based on an
annual tribute (doc. 16). When seventeen years later the famous
Pacheco was governor of Sao Jorge, he ordered a present to be
given to one of the knights of Fetu, because this would advance
the service of the King of Portugal (doc. 46). The strictly legal
position was, therefore, that the Portuguese held their territorial
concession by grace of the local negro kings. In practice, of
course, they would have resisted any attempt on the part of the
Comani or the Fetu to expel them.
Under the walls of the castle to the west lay the large native
town of Dondou1. This was the land side of the castle, and
from this side it was most vulnerable. Accordingly, the
Portuguese took the negroes of the town under their special
protection. They did not try to impose their own laws upon
these Mina Blacks, allowing them instead a wide measure of
self-government. Authority in municipal affairs was placed in
the hands of native governors, known as ^bra$sos\ assisted by
various minor officials. The town was divided into three wards,
and a governor appointed over each ward. The Portuguese de-
tribalised the inhabitants of the town, and then in return under-
took to arm and defend them from their neighbours, the
Comani and the Fetu. The Mina Blacks did not resist the
policy of their protectors, and they were organised into a
formidable fighting force whose reputation came to be high all
along the Mina coast. The town was a sort of self-governing
republic. Contemporaries describe it as the Commonwealth of
Mina. Barbot's description of it, as he saw it in 1682, is worth
quoting:
The town is divided into three distinct parts, as if it were three large
villages near one another; each part or ward is governed by its respec-
tive brasso; which brasso or governor is assisted by a caboceiro, and
some other inferior officers, who administer justice and have charge
of the political state: and these, all together, compose the regency of
the little republic, ever since the Portuguese made it independent of
the kings of Commendo and of Fetu, who formerly were masters of
it by equal halves. This happened some few years before the Dutch
1 This was the native name for Mina town. It was sometimes written
'Dana* and sometimes 'Oddena*.